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CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE
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2024–25 has been a year of deep
connection. At VAANI, every milestone
has been powered by trust,
compassion, and shared purpose. I’m
deeply grateful to the parents,
children, and supporters who have
walked this journey with us.

FOUNDER’S REFLECTIONS

As we look back on 2024–25, I extend
my deepest gratitude to each of you—
our supporters, partners, and well-
wishers. Your unwavering belief in
VAANI's mission has helped us reach
more deaf children and their families
with life-changing interventions. 

This year has been a journey of resilience and growth, marked by new
collaborations, deeper community engagement, and expanded access to
early diagnosis, education, and skills development. Thank you for
standing by us in creating a more inclusive world—one where every
deaf child is seen, heard, and empowered.

CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE

Our work goes beyond services—we build bridges between deaf
children, their families, and the world around them. The joy of a child’s
first word or a parent’s newfound confidence reminds us why this work
matters.
As we move forward, we remain committed to reaching those most in
need. Thank you for standing with us—your belief continues to inspire  
us to make a lasting change.
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CHAIRPERSON’S MESSAGE

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

This year has been a defining chapter in
VAANI’s journey, and I extend my
heartfelt thanks to every supporter,
parent, partner, and child who believed
in our mission. Your trust has been the
wind beneath our wings.

At VAANI, we’ve embraced a life-cycle approach—supporting deaf
children not just in early years, but now beyond the age of 18. It’s a
shift that makes us feel both proud and porous, as we take mindful
baby steps into this new phase of empowering young adults with
hearing impairment to become independent, confident contributors to
society.
Thank you for standing by us. Your support fuels our promise—to
leave no deaf child behind and to build a future where they thrive with
dignity and purpose.
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Founded in 2005, VAANI Deaf Children’s Foundation is the first national
NGO in India solely dedicated to childhood deafness. We work with children
aged 0–19 years with hearing impairment and their families through three
key program verticals. VAANI currently operates across five states—Assam,
Meghalaya, West Bengal, Karnataka, and Maharashtra—reaching
underserved communities and empowering families through holistic,
inclusive support.

“Our Mission is to bring
language and communication
into the lives of deaf children
and their families and thus
enabling them to have
meaningful conversations
between themselves and the
world around them”.

“Our Vision is to advocate
for the right of every deaf
child to an enriched life
with respect and dignity”.

ABOUT US-

OUR MISSIONOUR VISION
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Timmerman
industries

Marissa Dunne Baig our rejoined VAANI in January 2025 as the Head of Programs,
bringing with her 18 years of rich experience in the social development sector with a
focus on health, education, child protection, disability, and WASH. A committed
development professional, she has led impactful programs across three national NGOs
and has always championed grassroots-led change.

Marissa has been part of VAANI’s journey since its early years, playing a pivotal role in
establishing the Programs Division and expanding our reach across Assam, West
Bengal, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Karnataka, and Jharkhand. She has mentored diverse
teams—managers, special educators, and outreach workers—and supported VAANI’s
growth as a technical agency through partnerships with government and civil society.

Reflecting on her return, Marissa shares:

"It’s truly inspiring to see how far VAANI has come. While we are now more
professional, innovative, and structured, the soul of the organization remains
intact—our deep engagement with deaf children and their families. I’m excited to
help lead this next chapter, where sustainability and a life-cycle approach are
deeply embedded in all we do. With a passionate and well-rounded team, I believe
we are ready to reach new heights."

Marissa holds a masters in social work from Nirmala Niketan College of Social Work,
University of Mumbai, and has also mentored teams across Eastern India in
organizational and leadership development.

WELCOMING BACK MARISSA DUNNE BAIG OUR
HEAD OF PROGRAMS, VAANI DEAF CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION
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Our Approach
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Digital literacy, vocational
training, and parents
empowerment

Individual and group-based
learning support through
tailored educational
program

Newborn Hearing
Screening and
early intervention

Skill Building

Education

Health

Areas Of Intervention
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NEWBORN HEARING
SCREENING 

How This Program Works

Screening at Birth

Followup & BERA
Confirmation

Parental Support

Every newborn
undergoes initial hearing
screening within 48 hours
of birth.

Since its inception in July 2019, VAANI’s Newborn Hearing Screening (NBHS)
initiative has worked to identify hearing loss early—when intervention is most
effective. Our program ensures that no child is left behind due to undetected hearing
impairment.

Early Detection for Lifelong Impact

Cumulative Impact
(July 2019 – March 2025)

60,000
Total Neonates
Screened and
Mothers Counselled

33
Identified with
Hearing Loss

Current Year Snapshot
(April 2024 – March 2025)

26,195
9

Neonates Screened

Identified with Hearing Loss

Our Reach

Infants showing risk signs
are referred for Brainstem
Evoked Response
Audiometry (BERA).

Families receive timely
counselling, Identified
children are enrolled in
educational and speech
rehabilitation programs 

Karnataka
7 Hospitals including district and taluk-
level government facilities

Assam
1 State Medical Hospital in Guwahati

Meghalaya
1 Hospital in Shillong (East Khasi
Hills)

West Bengal
1 Hospital in Hooghly

Maharashtra
1 District Hospital in Satara
3 Rural Hospitals in Satara district
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22,343

EDUCATIONAL
INTERVENTION

Since its inception in August 2005, VAANI’s Educational Intervention Program has
been dedicated to bridging the communication and learning gap for deaf children
across India. Guided by the belief that every child has the right to language, learning,
and inclusion, the program has grown into a life-cycle approach, supporting children
from early childhood through adolescence and ensuring they are not left behind in
their right to education and participation.

Foundational Literacy to Higher
Education

Cumulative Impact
(August 2005 – March 2025)

44,686

Current Year Snapshot
(April 2024 – March 2025)

894
1788

We have had 60% of our
CWHI passing the 10th
standard; in contrast,
the national average
stands at only 25%

passing, according to
SSA and Disability
Census Data 2011

Karnataka
6 Educational Centres
(Sadhan Centres)

West Bengal
8 Educational Centres
(Sadhan Centres)

Assam
3 Educational Centres
(Sadhan Centres)

Parents Reached

Deaf Children

Total Deaf
Children
Reached

Parents
Reached
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YOUTH
TRANSITION/SKILL
BUILDING PROGRAM

Since its inception in 2022, VAANI’s Youth Transition and Skill Building Program
has been focused on empowering deaf youth with the skills, confidence, and
opportunities they need to thrive. By offering training in digital literacy, STEM,
and vocational skills, we support deaf children and youth as they transition into
independent and productive adulthood.

Cumulative Impact
(August 2022 – March 2025)

400
Total Deaf Children
Reached

Current Year Snapshot
(April 2024 – March 2025)

362
Deaf Children

Digital Literacy
232 Children enrolled

Self-Defense
70 Children enrolled

Tailoring Program
60 Children enrolled

Out of 70 of our
kids attending
karate, 30 have
advanced to the

next level,
awarded with a

yellow belt and 10
awarded with
orange belt
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This section captures the vibrant and diverse activities that complement
VAANI’s core interventions. From volunteer engagement and awareness

campaigns to creative learning tools and community-driven initiatives, these
efforts enhance our impact and reflect our holistic approach to empowering

deaf children and their families.

VAANI In Action
More Than Programs

Jewellery-making, and Mehndi art workshop as part of our
Creative Skill Enhancement Program for Children With

Hearing Impairment (CWHI) and their parents.

415 CWHI reached through the
SSA and Community
Professional Training
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3560 Children and Adults
reached across Assam,

Meghalaya and Karnataka
through 46 ear checkup

camps

"Hands-on training by
professionals equipped our

technicians with practical skills in
audiology basics, hearing

technology advances, OAE,
impedance understanding,

otoscopy, audiogram plotting,
and hearing aid handling."

“From Knowledge to Care
Learning that Listens”
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MEMORIES TO
RECALL FROM 2024-25
April-2024

We embraced a holistic approach through diverse
activities. From newborn screening to early identification &
pre-vocational training to children and parents engaged in
meaningful learning. Motivational sessions and interactive
sign language programs further promoted empowerment,
inclusion, and community awareness

A new computer center was launched at Malancha, which has
recently been relocated to Basirhat, West Bengal. 

The "Train the Trainer" program at OCEANIK College empowers
educators to enhance their Indian Sign Language (ISL) skills and

inclusive teaching practices. 

Our educators underwent capacity-building sessions to
integrate Dance Movement Therapy (DMT) into teaching—
tailored for deaf children. This creative, holistic approach
fosters self-expression, emotional regulation, and confidence.
It also enhanced educators' emotional well-being, deepening
their connection with the children.

May-2024

We led impactful awareness programs across schools,
universities, and parent groups, promoting inclusivity and ear

health through camps, workshops, and life skills sessions. From
early detection to holistic development.

1

2

July-2024

June-2024 3

4
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Refined version of our website launch,
www.vaani.in, marking a key milestone in

VAANI’s digital journey. Reflecting 19 years
of impact, the site offers a dynamic space to

explore our programs, stories, and
advocacy for children with hearing

impairments. We invite you to explore.

Memories to Recall From 
2024-25

August 2024

5

6

7

8

A joyful collaboration! VAANIDCF and
CalcuttaFoundation hosted a vibrant Diya

painting and Mehndi session for children with
hearing impairment and their parents.

"An engaging sign language session and
interactive treasure hunt were conducted

with Thomson Reuters Hyderabad. Creating
awareness about hearing impairment

through experiential learning."

November-2024
October-2024

September 2024

Awareness session focused on deafness, its
impact, and the importance of effective
communication at different locations. 

 The special moments from our celebrations
across all zones. Celebrating 19 years of

VAANI’s journey in creating impact!

Tiljala Balika VidyalayaPandua Pratabandhi Kalyan We marked a new beginning with the launch
of the Newborn Hearing Screening Program

in Meghalaya, in collaboration with NHM,
DEIC, and Ganesh Das Hospital.

Our team members Salma
Hussain and Binapani
Bahadur received the

Tech Mahindra
Foundation Exemplar

Long Service Award for
their dedication to

empowering hearing-
impaired children.
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On Women’s Day, VAANI’s Deaf Role
Model, Nithya, was felicitated by SVP India

for her inspiring journey of resilience.
Featured in Unstoppable Stories and The
Telegraph Kolkata, her story continues to
break barriers and empower others in the

deaf community.

Memories to Recall From 
2024-25

December 2024

9

10

11

12

A wonderful training session was conducted as
part of the Creative Skill Enhancement

Workshop on jewelry-making for children with
hearing impairments and their parents. The

session fostered creativity, hands-on learning,
and joyful engagement while strengthening

parent-child bonds through shared
participation.

The puppetry workshop for teachers, led by 
The Puppetarians, focused on puppet-making,
storytelling, and character development. The
session showcased how simple materials and
shadow play can be transformed into powerful,
visual teaching tools—making learning more
interactive and accessible for children with

hearing impairments.

March-2025
February 2025 

January 2025

A heartwarming event
where our friends and

well-wishers gathered to
celebrate VAANI's

journey. Our children
shared their inspiring life

stories, offering a
glimpse into their

incredible resilience and
growth. 

VAANI, in collaboration with NHM, DEIC, and Civil
Hospital Satara, launched the Newborn Hearing

Screening Program in Maharashtra to enable
early detection and timely intervention.
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Sign Language has always been something I
wanted to learn for a long time. I was more than
eager and excited when I learnt that we would
be taught ISL via our CSR program in
association with VAANI. Hats off to both
Sumedha and Nithya for teaching us with so
much patience. This only proves to show how
proactive VAANI is in encouraging and
advocating the use of ISL for the betterment. As
we move on to being an inclusive society, VAANI
has a big hand in normalizing the use of ISL and
making it easy and understandable to learn it.
Big thanks to Sumedha and Nithya for teaching
me as also making me more empathic towards
or specially-abled friends

At VAANI, we believe in the power of
collective action. Through our vibrant

volunteer engagement initiatives, we've
connected with over 500 volunteers from

corporates, NGOs, and educational
institutions. Volunteers actively

participate in basic sign language
workshops, teaching-learning material
creation, and story-building activities,

helping make education more inclusive
and creative for deaf children. Together,

we’re building a more aware and
empathetic world—one volunteer at a

time.

Volunteer Engagement
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Deepa Mondal

“A Journey from Silence to Strength”
Deepa’s journey from silence to
strength is a powerful reflection of
VAANI’s impact. Diagnosed with
profound hearing loss at the age of
three, she began her early education at
VAANI’s foundational program, guided
by her mother, Saraswati, who had
already navigated the same path with
Deepa’s elder sister. With the support
of a tailored curriculum and active
parental involvement, Deepa learned to
communicate, read, and write—laying
the foundation for her remarkable
growth.

Today, at sixteen, she just cleared her Xth
standard exams. Deepa excels not only
academically—showing particular strength
in English and mathematics—but also as
a leader and athlete. She captains the
Kolkata Deaf Women’s Cricket Team and
aspires to play professionally. Her story is
a testament to the transformative power of
early intervention and inclusive education.
Deepa now stands as a beacon of
confidence, breaking barriers and
inspiring other deaf children.
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We are incredibly proud of our students
for clearing their board exams 2024-25!
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LEANDER
PAES

"Experience the Inspiration: A Day
with Our Ambassador “
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DAY OF INSPIRATION WITH
LEANDER PAES

In the heart of Kolkata, amidst laughter and the joy of sports,
we were privileged to share a memorable day with the
legendary Leander Paes. With open arms, Leander welcomed
our children from VAANI Deaf Children's Foundation,
extending his warmth and enthusiasm to each young soul.

Teaching techniques
 about Cricket

The highlight of the day was watching our children, with their
unwavering spirit, engage in friendly cricket matches and

embrace the art of tennis under Leander's expert guidance. His
patience and encouragement created moments of triumph and

joy, proving that sports truly transcend barriers.

As the day drew to a close, there was no goodbye, only a
heartfelt understanding that paths will cross again. Leander's

presence left an indelible mark on our hearts and minds,
reminding us that every child, regardless of challenges,

deserves the chance to shine.

Tennis Moves

21
21

Learning, Playing, and
Breaking Barriers

The day was filled with energy and
excitement as Leander took time to
understand VAANI’s work and the
resilience of our children. He didn’t just
listen—he engaged.

From fun-filled cricket matches to an
unforgettable tennis lesson by the
maestro, our children experienced the
magic of sports in a way they never had
before. His patience and
encouragement made them believe that
barriers exist only if we let them.

He took time to learn about VAANI
and our mission, connecting deeply
with the essence of our work. His
genuine interest in our cause
resonated with everyone present,
setting the tone for a day filled with
camaraderie and learning.
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OUR PARTNERS
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OUR PARTNERS
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Contact Us

VAANI Head Office
C/o Dr G.T Gopal. H. No 93, SURABHI,
Ground Floor House, Ramaswamy
Reddy Layout, Horamavu, KR Puram
Hobli, Near Banasawadi Ring Road,
Bangalore 560043
Ph: 98869 93555
mail: vaani@vaani.in
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Contact Us
VAANI Kolkata Registered Office &
Sadhan Centre 1 and 2 (West Bengal)
VAANI Deaf Children’s Foundation
C/O Rita Bose, 10/1K.
1st Floor, Abinash Chowdhury Lane,
P.S Topsia, Kolkata-700046
Ph: 98743 15280 (Avijit)

VAANI Kolkata Youth Transition
Center (West Bengal)
VAANI Deaf Children Foundation
C/O Rabindra Nath
No. B/28/H/7/10,
Mahendra Roy Lane,
Kolkata -700046
Ph: 98743 15280 (Avijit)

VAANI Sadhan Center Malancho
(West Bengal)
VAANI Deaf Children Foundation
VILL – Sultanpur, P/O – Bhebia,
P/S – Minakhan, District – North 24
Parganas. Pin Code 743456.
Ph: 98743 15280 (Avijit)

VAANI Sadhan Center, Siliguri
(West Bengal)
415/B, Premendra Mitra Street, 1 No.
Dabgram, Ward No. 23 of S.M.C,
P/O – Rabindra Sarani, P/S – Siliguri,
District – Darjeeling – 734006
West Bengal.
Ph: 98743 15280 (Avijit)

VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre
(West Bengal)
Pandua Pratibandhi Kalyan Samiti(PPKS)
Station Road,(Behind Jishu Ashram)
P.O. Pandua, Hooghly
West Bengal-712149
Phone: 98743 15280 (Avijit)

VAANI Regional Office Assam (North East)
VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation
House No:7, By Land No:5, Amar Path,
Dakshingaon, Kahilipara,
Gawahati, Assam-781019
Ph: 98541 29292 (Mukuta)

VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre, (Methipalya)
(Karnataka)
VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation
Sri Shathashrunga Free Residential School For
the Deaf & VTC for the Disabled,
Sai Vrundhavan Campus, Metipalya Village,
Sondekoppa Road, Tavarekere,
Bangalore South Taluk.
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI Sadhan Centre Tumkur (Karnataka)
VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation
C/O Sakina Taj, 4th Cross, Gangothrinagar,
S.I.T. Extension, Tumkur City,
Tumkur District, Bangalore-572103.
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre, Tumkur
(Karnataka)
VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation
Chiranthana, OS 3, Ground floor
1st cross road, Gokula,Sundernagar,
Bangalore-560054.
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre
Chiranthana, No 14, 1st cross road,
Gokula, Sundernagar,
Bangalore, 560054.
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)
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Contact Us
VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre (West
Bengal)
Joygram Social Welfare Society
Vill- Joygram, P.O- Chakpatli,
P.S- Hasnabad, Dist. North 24
North 24 parganas
West Bengal – 743426
Ph: 98743 15280 (Avijit)

VAANI New Born Hearing Screening
Centre
District Hospital,
B H Road, Gandhinagar,
Tumkur, Karnataka-572101
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI New Born Hearing Screening
Centre
Jayanagar General Hospital
4th B Block, 32nd E Cross Rd,
Beside Rajiv Gandhi Health Institute,
Tilak Nagar, Jayanagar, Bengaluru,
Karnataka 560041
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI New Born Hearing Screening
Centre
Gauhati Medical College and Hospital,
Janani building, 3rd floor, Near NICCU
inborn, Assam-781032
Ph: 98541 29292 (Mukuta)

VAANI Kolkata Youth Transition
Centre(West Bengal)
Ground floor, No 256, Sultanpur, Minakhan,
Post office- Bhevia, PS – Minakhan,
Dist- North 24 Pargana,
West Bengal-743456
Ph: 98743 15280 (Avijit)

VAANI New Born Hearing Screening
Centre
Mother and child hospital
Sira, (T) Tumkur (D),Keshava nagara
Near Ranganatha college,
B H road, Sira – 572137, Karnataka
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI New Born Hearing Screening
Centre
Siddartha Medical College & Research centre
Agalakote, BH Road
Tumkur-572105, Karnataka
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI New Born Hearing Screening
Centre
Hosahalli Referral Hospital, 5th Main, 7th
Cross, M.C.Layout, Vijayanagara ,
Bangalore – 560040, Karnataka
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI New Born Hearing Screening
Centre
Walsh SD Hospital 22A, TC Goswami
Street Serampore, Hooghly
West Bengal-712201
Ph: 98743 15280 (Avijit)
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Contact Us
VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre
Tumkur(Karnataka)
VAANI, Deaf Children’s Foundation
Indian Red-cross Society
Residential School For Speech & Hearing Imapired,
Behind Kempegowda College,
Belagumba, Tumkur-572104.
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre Davangere
(Karnataka)
Sankalpa Vikalachetanara Shaikshanika Mattu
Grameenaabhivrudhi Samsthe, 51/16, Sri
Renuka Krupa, Syed Peer Extn. Nittuvalli,
Davanagere-577004, Karnataka
Ph: 99647 07427 (Veeresh)

VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre
Kamrup(Assam)
Dakshin Kamrup Deaf School.
Vill – Ghoramara Gaon.
P.O – Bhitorduar.P.S – Chhaygaon.
Dist – Kamrup (R)
PIN – 781137, Assam
Ph: 98541 29292 (Mukuta)

VAANI Outreach Sadhan Centre
Nagaon(Assam)
Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir,
Vill:Bhimargaon,Po:Puranigudam,
PS:Samaguri,Dist: Nagao,
Pin:782141 Assam
Ph: 98541 29292 (Mukuta)
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Appeal
VAANI receives its income through
generous grants and donations from
institutions and individual donors. This
helps us continue our efforts to bring
language and communication to the
lives of deaf children and their
families. 

You can help raise funds for VAANI
by asking your friends/colleagues
to donate to VAANI on special
occasions and taking part in
fundraising events such as
crowdfunding through your personal
and professional networks.

Volunteering with VAANI
You can choose to volunteer with us by
helping us with your expertise in tech
solutions, content writing, designing,
communications and in fundraising for the
cause. 
Reach out to us at VAANI@VAANI.in

To raise funds for VAANI write to 
VAANI@VAANI.in
Make a generous contribution at
https://VAANI.in/donate/

40,000 INR will support one
child annually for the
following services:

6,000 INR Individualised
Educational Training
7,000 INR Nutrition Supplements
And Sanitation Supplies
13,000 INR Teaching Learning
Materials (Online & Print) And
Technical Aids
7,000 INR Parents Capacity
Building Workshops And
Community Sensitization Drives
7,000 INR Health And
Audiological Checkups
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www.vaani.in
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