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VAANI's 20-year journey is not just a story of an organisation; it is a story of
people and emotions. Parents who refused to give up on their children,

teachers who opened doors to learning, program teams who travelled far
and wide to reach underserved communities, interpreters who connected
worlds through communication, and donors who stood by the vision. Each
of them has played a part in ensuring that deaf children are seen, heard,

and empowered to achieve their fullest potential.

CELEBRATED 20TH ANNIVERSARY

VAANI Deaf Children's Foundation

Honoring two decades of empowerment, belonging, and opportunity

VAANI is our family.
They gave my child

a voice and us a
community.

- A Grateful Parent
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“Our Vision is to advocate for the
right of every deaf child to an
enriched life with respect and
dignity”.

As we reflect on VAANI’s journey during 2025–26,
my heart is filled with gratitude. Every smile, every
small milestone, and every step forward taken by a
deaf child reminds us why this work matters so
deeply.

Families have always remained at the centre of our
journey. Their trust, resilience, and determination
continue to inspire us every day. I extend my
heartfelt thanks to our children, parents, caregivers,
donors, volunteers, partners, and well-wishers for
walking alongside us with such warmth and belief.

I am especially grateful to the VAANI team, whose
compassion and dedication bring hope to countless
families across communities.

Together, we continue to build a future where every
deaf child is heard, supported, and given the
opportunity to thrive with dignity and confidence.

FOUNDER’S
REFLECTIONS

“Our Vision is to advocate for the
right of every deaf child to an
enriched life with respect and
dignity”.

OUR VISION

Ms. Brinda Crishna
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As VAANI completes nearly two decades of its journey,
I look back with immense gratitude and humility. What
began as a small effort to support deaf children and
their families has today grown into meaningful work
across multiple communities and states. Yet, we
recognise that what we are doing is only a small drop in
the ocean, and there is still so much more to be done.

Over the years, VAANI has remained committed to
compassion, integrity, and financial transparency,
ensuring that every contribution entrusted to us creates
meaningful impact in the lives of deaf children and their
families. From newborn hearing screening and
education to parent empowerment and skill-building, our
work continues to evolve to meet growing needs.

I sincerely thank our donor partners, well-wishers, and
volunteers for their continued trust and encouragement.
Your support has made this journey possible.

CHAIRPERSON’S
MESSAGE

As we move forward, we seek your continued partnership so that together we can create greater opportunities
and brighter futures for many more deaf children and families.

“Our mission is to bring language and
communication into the lives of deaf children
and their families, thus enabling them to
have meaningful conversations between
themselves and the world around them."

OUR MISSION

I'M DEAF 
BUT WON'T
YOU LISTEN?

MAKE A SILENT PACT
WITH ME TO DEFEAT
CHILDHOOD DEAFNESS.

Mr. Ramaswamy T.V

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Artist: Monojit Debnath 
Class: Graduated
Place: Assam

 “Unheard, yet unstoppable.”
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MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ms. Sumedha Vijaylaxmi JoglekarAs we reflect on this year, we remain committed to
supporting deaf children through a life-cycle
approach that includes early identification, education,
and family support. 

We are grateful to our partners for their continued
trust and collaboration, which have strengthened our
work across communities. Their support has enabled
us to expand our reach, improve program quality, and
ensure that more children and families receive the
support they need.

Building on this foundation, we are now taking an
important step forward by venturing into higher
education programs for deaf youth, creating
pathways for continued learning, skill development,
and meaningful livelihoods. 

Our vision is clear: “No Deaf Child Should Be Left
Behind,” whether at birth, in school, or in life.
Together, we look ahead with renewed purpose to
build a more inclusive future where every deaf child
and young person can realise their full potential.

We believe in INTEGRITY
We believe in PERSISTENCE
We believe in OPENNESS
We believe in TEAMWORK
We believe in SYSTEMS and
PROCESSES
We LOVE to have FUN
We WORK with PASSION
We RESPECT, CARE and
UNDERSTAND.
We work with EMPATHY

Values

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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ABOUT US-
VAANI Deaf Children's Foundation is a 20-year-old organisation dedicated to supporting deaf and
hard-of-hearing children and their families, particularly in underserved and remote regions across
India. We follow a life-cycle approach, from early identification of hearing loss at birth to
educational support, higher education, skill development, and pathways to employment, ensuring
continuity of care and learning. VAANI currently works with children and youth aged 0–25 years
across Assam, Meghalaya, West Bengal, Karnataka, and Maharashtra, empowering families
through inclusive, community-based interventions. Its vision is to ensure that no deaf child is left
behind at birth, in school, or in life, while its mission is to bring language and communication into
the lives of deaf children and their families, enabling meaningful interaction with the world with
respect and dignity.

“VAANI SOUND 
OF SOUL”No deaf child left behind

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Educational Intervention
From Learning to Read, to Reading to Lead

PROGRAM DELIVERY

Cumulative Impact 
(August 2005 –
March 2026)

Current Year Impact 
(April 2025 – March 2026)

Sustained progress over two decades of empowering
children through education.

1890

Educational
Sessions
40,883+

945
Students ParentsTeachers &

Interventionists
41

IMPACT OVER TIME PROGRAM DELIVERY ACADEMIC OUTCOME
HIGHLIGHT

6 Educational Centres
(Sadhan Centres)

8 Educational Centres
(Sadhan Centres)

Karnataka West Bengal Assam
3 Educational Centres
(Sadhan Centres)

2340+

Group
Sessions

7094
STEM

Sessions
721

Educational
Sessions

Center
 sessions
 22,457

School & Home
 sessions-809Remedial

Sessions
6,883

Virtual
Sessions

2,964 99% PASS RATE

Deaf Children & Hard of Hearing 
passed the Class X

examinations

30 of 29

GEOGRAPHIC
COVERAGE

22,343
CWHI

945
CWHI

Current Academic Year

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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309

Program
Distribution

Digital Literacy Breakdown

Karnataka
Karate & Tailoring

West Bengal
Digital Literacy & Beautician

Assam
Digital Literacy & Tailoring

Digital
Literacy

68%
Self-Defense
20%

Tailoring Program
10%

Beautician, Baking &
Fashion designing
2%

Current Year
Impact
(2025-2026)

Karate Achievement

33
students

28

students

9
students

180 Basic

56
Advanced

321 Total Deaf
Children Reached
(2022-2026)

Youth Transition/Skill Building Program
Empowering deaf youth with skills, confidence, and opportunities to thrive VAANI DCF 2025-26
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VAANI trained over 1,655 professionals,
including ASHA and Anganwadi workers, to
identify early signs of hearing loss and
facilitate timely referrals for intervention.
Through the use of locally adapted IEC
materials across all NBHS hospitals, every
screening interaction becomes an
opportunity to raise awareness, helping
more children access early diagnosis and
support during their critical developmental
years.

Bringing Hearing Health
Closer to Home

 49 Camps Conducted

Empowered frontline workers are actively pulling high-risk children from
marginalized rural areas into the clinical care pathway. They are

supporting us with follow-ups.

Hospital screenings cannot
catch every child, especially in

rural environments.

1,760 Public Reached

Ear health camps organised 
across three states

Individuals assessed for hearing 
health and early detection

3,425 Children & Youth
Screened

Community members engaged 
through awareness sessions

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Teachers received dedicated training
ahead of the program and guided
students through building functional
models using STEM kits and assistive
tools, using clear visual cues and
reinforcement to ensure every child
could participate meaningfully.

In Meghalaya
Across two locations, Kyrdemkulai and Shillong, 79
deaf and hard-of-hearing children from the School and
Centre for Hearing Handicapped Children and
Ferrando Inclusive Secondary School took part in a
four-day, hands-on STEM program designed around
their learning and communication needs. The
curriculum combined visual aids, sign language
support, and stepwise demonstrations to make
concepts like motion tangible and accessible.

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Through a groundbreaking partnership with
the Inclusive Mentoring Academy, we have
launched a series of accessible, interactive
ISL tutorial videos covering science, Canva,
and ChatGPT. This initiative empowers
deaf and hard-of-hearing children to
develop digital skills with ease.

The digital content is designed to be
engaging, culturally relevant, and readily
accessible on our Little VAANI YouTube
channel—breaking down barriers to
education and fostering greater inclusion.

VAANI partnered with WinVinaya InfoSystems to
conduct a Training of Trainers (ToT) workshop
on digital skills for educators. Participants
explored tools like ChatGPT and Canva, and
created posters, presentations, flashcards,
storybooks, and planners — all designed to
support visual and inclusive learning for deaf
and hard-of-hearing children. This initiative aims
to seamlessly integrate digital content into
everyday classroom learning, ensuring every
child benefits from an engaging and empowering
educational & digital experience.

Empowering Teachers with
ChatGPT & Canva

Digital Learning in Indian
Sign Language

Technology. Empowerment. Transformation.

S‌u‌p‌p‌o‌r‌t‌e‌d‌ ‌b‌y 

Inclusive Mentoring
Academy

WinVinaya InfoSystems
India Private Limited

When like-minded people come together with a
shared purpose, they do not merely create change.

They make the impossible possible.

VAANI Deaf Children’s
Foundation

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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The National Conference – Limitless Horizons was held on 21 February 2026 at
Novotel, Guwahati, bringing together parents, educators, health professionals, government
representatives, and partners to reflect on building stronger pathways for deaf children and
their families.

Supported by Thomson Reuters, the conference saw the participation of key government
officials and experts, including representatives from the Departments of Education and
Health, alongside specialists in inclusive education, early intervention, and youth
development. Their insights, along with powerful voices of parents and deaf youth, brought
depth and real-life perspective to the discussions.

Key sessions focused on early identification, inclusive education, parent empowerment,
and pathways to higher education and livelihoods. A special highlight was the sharing of
lived experiences by parents, reinforcing their role as changemakers and advocates. The
event also featured a cultural performance by deaf children, celebrating expression,
confidence, and inclusion.
The conference reinforced a simple but powerful message—when families, systems, and
communities come together, inclusion becomes a shared and achievable reality.

National Conference: Limitless Horizons

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Dr. Varsha Gathoo

Mr. Nitin Sisodia

Our speakers

Ms Ashika G

Mr. Aman Sharma

Ms. Brinda Crishna

Early Identification & Role of Parents
Mr Nitin Sisodia presented SOHUM Innovation Lab’s low-cost newborn hearing
screening technology, emphasising early detection, referral systems, and parent
involvement in rural settings.

Inclusive Education & Responsive Parenting
Dr Varsha Gathoo introduced the "3Rs" framework and advocated for responsive
parenting, UDL, and child-centred learning aligned with NEP 2020.

Parents as Advocates
Ms Brinda Crishna and Ms Inky Sen highlighted how parental support and community
awareness can transform deaf children's educational and career journeys and provide
them with social and emotional support. Most importantly, they demonstrated how
parents can become powerful advocates for their children and for the wider Deaf
community.

Higher Education & Deaf Youth Empowerment
Mr Aman Sharma explored higher education and employment pathways for deaf youth,
challenging stereotypes in professional sectors.

Corporate Responsibility & Social Impact
Ms Ashika G emphasised the need for meaningful corporate engagement, stronger
investments in the Northeast, and partnerships that move beyond compliance to
sustainable inclusion.

Highlights from Speakers
VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Build inclusive spaces for deaf community

Learn about deaf culture

Experience hands-on impact

WHY
WITH
VAANI

Inspires all age groups', minds through your skills & time 

Brand Visibility & CSR Alignment

V
O
L
U
N
T
E
E
R

VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENTVAANI DCF 2025-26
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Testimonials
“ When my organisation announced an opportunity to learn Indian Sign Language, I signed

up out of curiosity  never anticipating how profoundly it would reshape my perspective.
What began as a casual attempt soon opened the doors to a beautiful world I never knew
existed.
The ISL sessions with Team VAANI were interactive, engaging, and deeply enriching. Each
session left me eagerly looking forward to the next, and the conversations we shared
through ISL became an unexpected source of mental strength and fulfillment during
stressful days.
I am equally inspired by VAANI's holistic work for deaf children particularly their efforts in
educating children on the prevention of sexual abuse, which speaks volumes about their
commitment to child safety and dignity. I look forward to visiting VAANI in person someday.
Thank you for this wonderful opportunity and for the incredible work you continue to do.

Truly, a happy volunteer!

“

This is why VAANI

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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COMMERCE STREAM

HIGHER 
EDUCATION

PARTNERSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENT

VAANI          TEACH

STARTING JULY 2026

Launching
soon

NEXT BIG
THING

A transformative intervention
"A degree changes a life. At VAANI, it changes a family, a community, and a generation."

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Artist: Sangida Yesmin 
Class: IX    
Place: West Bengal

 “Different journeys. Unstoppable stride.”

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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ISHA SHAW-
TURNING BARRIERS INTO BRIDGES

The beginning of her journey.

herstory
The Turning Point

Joined VAANI Deaf Children’s
Foundation.

Through individualised support and
mentoring, she has overcome her fears,

gained confidence, and unlocked her
potential. Her mother, Asha, also learned sign
language, enabling stronger communication

and connection within the family.

Achievements

Remarkable results!
Cleared Class X (WBBSE, 2025).

Pursuing Arts, Class XI.

Completed her beautician course. 

DATE OF BIRTH
17 Nov 2005,
Kolkata, WB

CONDITION
Hard of Hearing

(Diagnosed at age 2)

WITH VAANI SINCE
Age Ten (2015)

Navigating a
Mainstream World

Initially struggled in mainstream school
without adequate support.

Faced academic, social, and
emotional challenges.

The Early Years
At two, diagnosed with significant 

Hard of Hearing .

Received hearing aids & support from
National Institute for the Hearing

Handicapped (NIHH),

milestone

Supportive 
Family

She was afraid of maths. Today,
she approaches every challenge

with confidence.”

Soma

“VAANI empowered me as a
mother. I can now support Isha

fully and watch her become
independent.”

Learning 

 Growing

A Story of Possibility

VAANI Educator

Asha Shaw,
 Isha’s Mother

Confiden
ce with

 VAANI

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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"Against every challenge, they showed up,
studied and succeeded. Congratulations

 to our students on clearing the 
Board Examinations 2025–26!"

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Government of Assam
Government of Karnataka
Government of Meghalaya
National Programme for Prevention &
Control of Deafness (NPPCD)

PHILANTHROPIC PARTNERS

DAMODAR ROPEWAYS

& INFRA LIMITED

GOVERNMENT BODIES
Government of Maharashtra
Government of West Bengal
NRHM – National Rural Health Mission

KNOWLEDGE & TECHNICAL 
PARTNERS

TEACH—Training and Educational Centre for Hearing Impaired
School and Centre for Hearing Handicapped Children
Resonate Learning—Learn and Empower Pvt. Ltd.
Ferrando Inclusive Secondary School
Red Cross—Indian Red Cross Society
Sheila Kothavala Institute for the Deaf
Noble School Alumni R.R. Foundation
Sohum Innovation Labs India Pvt Ltd
Sri Shathashrunga Vidya Samsthe
Pandua Pratibandhi Kalyan Samiti
Kolkata Mary Ward Social Centre
Joygram Social Welfare Society
Sri Siddhartha Dental College
Inclusive Mentoring Academy

Tamahar
Chedaka
Sankalpa
Stemlabs
Samarthya 
Anam Prem
CURE India
Chiranthana
EnAble India
Science Utsav
Deenabandhu
Research4Life
Helping Hands 
The Puppetarians
Oceanik Education Society
Shirdi Sai Baba Sewa Trust
WinVinaya Infosystems India

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Artist: Mohit Kumar Jha 
Class: IX
Place: West Bengal

“Still. Strong. Aware.”

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Numbers That Hold Steady and Transparent

“Working quietly in the background, our finance team ensures that every
resource is managed well and every commitment is delivered with

impact”. 

Behind Every Sound Decision

On-Time

"Their ability to transform numbers into clear insight and uncertainty into
confidence has been one of our greatest organisational strengths."

100% Zero *
AUDIT COMPLIANCE AUDIT OBSERVATIONS BOOK CLOSURES

FINANCE & OPERATIONS

TEAM COLLABORATION

ADMINISTRATION

FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT
RECORD KEEPING

Soniya KS

HEAD-FINANCE, HR &
ADMIN

MANAGER-FINANCE & HR 
ACCOUNTS & ADMIN

OFFICER

Kusuma TV 

Biswajit Debnath
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Contact Us

VAANI Head Office
C/o Dr G.T Gopal. H. No 93, SURABHI,
Ground Floor House, Ramaswamy
Reddy Layout, Horamavu, KR Puram
Hobli, Near Banasawadi Ring Road,
Bangalore 560043
Ph: 9886993555
Mail: vaani@vaani.in

VAANI DCF 2025-26

VAANI Registered Office 
VAANI Deaf Children’s Foundation
(Sadhan centre)
C/O Rita Bose, 10/1K.
1st Floor, Abinash Chowdhury Lane,
P.S Topsia, Kolkata-700046
Ph: 98743 15280 (Avijit Naskar)

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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Assam

Meghalaya

Maharashtra

Karnataka

West
Bengal

Our Growing Regional Network

Sadhan Centre

Gangothri Road 4th A cross,
SIT Ext, behind Smoky Docky,
Tumakuru, Karnataka 572102

Ph: 99647 07427 
Veeresh YS

Tumkur (Karnataka)

5 Key States
of Operation

Assam, Meghalaya, West Bengal,
Maharashtra, and Karnataka.

Assam (North East)

House No:7, Amar Path,
Kailipara, Guwahati-781019

Ph: 9854129292 
Mukuta Deka 

Sadhan Centre
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Appeal
To raise funds for VAANI write to 
VAANI@VAANI.in
Make a generous contribution at
https://VAANI.in/donate/

40,000 INR will support one
child annually for the
following services:

6,000 INR Individualised
Educational Training
7,000 INR Nutrition Supplements
And Sanitation Supplies
13,000 INR Teaching Learning
Materials (Online & Print) And
Technical Aids
7,000 INR Parents Capacity
Building Workshops And
Community Sensitization Drives
7,000 INR Health And
Audiological Checkups

VAANI receives its income through
generous grants and donations from
institutions and individual donors. This
helps us continue our efforts to bring
language and communication to the
lives of deaf children and their
families. 

You can help raise funds for VAANI
by asking your friends/colleagues
to donate to VAANI on special
occasions and taking part in
fundraising events such as
crowdfunding through your personal
and professional networks.

Volunteering with VAANI
You can choose to volunteer with us by
helping us with your expertise in tech
solutions, content writing, designing,
communications and in fundraising for the
cause. 
Reach out to us at vaani@vaani.in

VAANI DCF 2025-26
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